






     

              

                  

                

      

           

                 

                 

                  

                  

  

                

                 

               

               

                   

                 

                 

                

                 

                   

                 

                  







     

                

                 

               

              

              

                  

               

                 

                   

               

              

                 

               

               

              

               

                 

                 

              

             

             

                  

                 



     

                    

            

                  

                

                 

                  

                 

                   

                

                

             

                 

             

           

               

                     

               

                  

                

              

                  
                     

                      
                     

                





     

              

              

                 

                

                  

              

                  

              

              

              

              

               

                

                    

  

               

              

                  

                   

               

                 

                  

              







POLICE OFFICER RICHARD DANESE 13 

Having already made up his mind that Dennis would be receiving a disorderly conduct 

summons, Respondent warned that ifhe did not present ID. he would have to place him under 

arrest and take him back to the precinct. Dennis retorted, "You can't arrest me," and Respondent 

asked him to tum and place his hands behind his back. He acknowledged that Dennis complied 

and after placing him in cuffs, Respondent asked one more time whether he had identification, 

explaining, ··J did not want to arrest Mr. Dennis." (Tr. 143-45) 

Dennis then asked Respondent to get his mother. Respondent informed him "'that's not 

how this works," grabbing him by the elbow and walking him toward the van. Dennis did not 

resist as they walked but when Respondent opened the door and directed him to get inside. he 

again told him "suck my dick" in addition to "a few other colorful verses;' possibly including a 

threat to ''"fuck [Respondent] up." Respondent testified that he tried repeatedly explaining that if 

Dennis had no active warrants. he would receive the summons at the precinct and be released but 

Dennis ·'continued to (in my opinion] ... show off in front of his friends," who by this point had 

fanned a small crowd. (Tr. 145-48)5

Respondent requested backup and opted to wait for other officers to arrive before 

attempting to place Dennis, who was "passively resisting," in the vehicle. He explained that 

from his training, he knew that he had no right to assault the passively resis ting Dennis to gain 

compliance, but that he could be taken into custody by multiple officers picking him up by the 

anns and legs. Once his supervisor responded and verified the arrest and backup arrived. 

Respondent moved behind Dennis and using his right ann, lifted underneath Dennis' right armpit 

5 Though he did not recall this at trial, he acquiesced on cross when presented ,,.,ith his interview transcript that he 
told CCRB that he warned Dennis again, 'Tm not calling your mom. Get in the van right now; otherwise I'm going 
to push this button.. 50 cops that look and dress like me are going to show up on this block and this whole scene is 
going to turn into something that you don't want." (Tr. 197-98) On redirect. it was established that he recounted 
following up that comment up by imploring Dennis, ·Don•t do this. I'm begging you, pleading with you, just get in 
the van. Call it a day." Denn.is. he told investigators, responded, '"No. No. No. Get my mom. Fuck you. Call all your 
faggot ass cops you want" (Tr. 212-13) 



     

                   

                

                

                  

                  

              

                

   

            

              

                  

                  

               

                    

                  

                 

               

                         
                    
             

                     
                      
                     

                    
                

                    
                     
           

                     
                    



     

             

                   

           

                

                 

                 

                 

                

             

          

               

               

             

                 

                  

                   

                  

                

                     

               

               
            
                  

                    
  





     

             

                   

                 

                   

                 

             

                 

                 

                

                   

    

               

              

                

                

                

                

                 

             

                    

              

                   

              







POLICE OFFICER RJCHARD DANTSE 20 

Treatment of Prisoner form indicating that Dennis had swelling to  one side of his face gives any 

credence to the fact that Respondent caused this swelling: Respondent simply documented the 

injury that Dennis complained of. Finally. the resident emergency room doctor's report noted 

that Dennis was evaluated for multiple complaints involving the head and body but indicated 

Dennis had no --specific laceration or hematoma" to his face. In sum, the record simply does not 

support a finding that Respondent punched Dennis in the face or that he did so with blunt 

instruments. As such. I find Respondent Not Guilty of Specifications 6 and 8. 

The medical records also do not significantly corroborate Mr. Dennis' allegations that he 

was kneed in the back or punched in the ribs. While lumbar paraspinal tenderness or lower back 

pain is noted. this does not prove that Dennis was in fact kneed by Respondent. It seems equally 

plausible that this pain could be the result of his struggling with the officers in his attempt not to 

be placed in the van, which resulted in his landing in between the seats, a fact that all witnesses 

agree on. Similarly. the medical records make no reference to rib or pain and noted that Dennis' 

abdomen had no distention and no tenderness. 

Further. the tribunal is unconvinced that simply because voices on the video can be heard 

saying, ··He's hitting him" and '·He's got a knee on him," it follows that Respondent actually did 

those things. No witnesses were actually in the van �ith Respondent and Dennis. It is 

impossible to know definitively who is speaking on the video and what their view was. It is, 

however. clear from the video that the scene became increasingly frenzied and loud as Dennis 

made clear that he did not want to be placed in the van and officers can be heard imploring the 

crowd to back up. As such. these statements made during this hectic point in the encounter by 

individuals whose specific vantage points are unknown are of little probative value. With no 

substantial and reliable corroboration for the allegations that Dennis was kneed and ··punched ... 



     

                  

      

          

             

              

                

             

                   

                   

                 

                

                

                  

             

            

         

             

                 

                 

               

                  

                

               



      

             

             

              

               

 

  

   
    

 

   
 




